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Introducing Basics of Usul al Fiqh 

Shah Abdul Hannan* 

Knowing Usul al Fiqh is essential for understanding Quran and Sunnah and knowing the 
sources of Islamic law and methods of making/ deriving Islamic law from its sources. 

The subject was developed by Imam Shafii, Imam al Gazzali, Imam Razi, Imam Shatibi and 
other Jurists .All of us should read a standard text book on Usul,if possible Islamic 
Jurisprudence by Dr. Hashim Kamali. 

Distinction between Shariah and Fiqh 

Though both terms are used for Islamic law, still there is important difference.Shariah 
means laws derived from Quran and Sunnah, both of these have many provisions regarding 
law.On the other hand Fiqh includes, apart from above laws , the laws derived through 
Ijtihad (Juristic methodical efforts) by Jurists from other sources of Islamic law such as 
Qiyas, Maslaha Mursalah, Istihsan, Urf (established custom not contrary to Islam), Istishab 
etc. As laws derived by Ijtihad is considered Zanni ( not absolute or certain), following 
these juristic views are not obligatory. (Please see Said Ramadan's book Three Major 
Problems Confronting the Muslim World). 

About categories of Shariah Hukm 

If a Hukm (positive or negative order) is derived from Qati or unequivocal Matan or text 
(Quran or Mutawatr Hadith which is reported by many Sahabas )and if the relevant text's 
meaning is Qati or unequivocal then the law derived is called  Farz by Hanafis (and Wazib 
by other Mazhabs, they do not use the term Farz). On the negative side it is Haram 
according to all jurists. 

If the text or meaning is not Qati, then the Hukm is generally called Mandub that is Sunnah 
al Muakkadah or Gairal Muakkadah.On the negative side the Hukm or the action becomes 
Makruh. 

Usul also discusses classification of Hadith into Sahih,Zaif and Mauduh; also Mutawatr and 
Ahad; also types of Mursal etc. 

Usul also discusses Ijma (agreement of Ummah/ its scholars/ its Sahabis) and Taarud 
(resolution of problem in case of apparent contradiction in Hukm ) 

You can go to BIIT website iiitbd.org/publications ) for Usul books. 

According to many Jurists in future laws will be mainly derived through Maslaha (welfare 
of individual/ society consideration) and Maqasid al Shariah (protection of life/ 
faith/children/property consideration).The scope of new Ijma and application of Qiyas has 
become limited. 
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On Naskh (abrogation of any verse in Quran), most scholars think that there is no Naskh in 
the Quran, no ayat of Quran has been abrogated. 

Dmyj Avj wdKn- Bmjvwg AvBbkv‡¯¿i g~jbxwZ 

KziAvb Ges mybœvn n~`q½g Kivi Rb¨ Dmyj Avj wdKn ev Bmjvwg AvBbkv‡ ¿̄i g~jbxwZmg~n Rvbv Riæix| GKB 

mv‡_ Bmjvwg AvB‡bi Drmmg~n Ges Zv †_‡K AvBb •Zwii c×wZ RvbvI ¸iæZ¡c~Y©| 

Bgvg kv‡dC, Bgvg Avj MvRvwj, Bgvg ivwR, Bgvg kvwZwemn Ab¨vb¨ dKxn‡`i Øviv G welqwU D™¢vweZ n‡qwQj| 

Avgv‡`i mK‡ji DwPr Dmy‡ji Dci GKwU fv‡jvgv‡bi wbf©i‡hvM¨ eB Aa¨qb Kiv, hw` m¤¢e nq W. nvwkg Kvgvwj 

iwPZ Principles of Islamic Jurisprudence eBwU cov †h‡Z cv‡i| 

kwiqvn Ges wdK‡ni g‡a¨ cv_©K¨ 

Bmjvwg AvB‡bi †ÿ‡Î `yÕwU kã ÔkwiqvnÕ Ges ÔwdKnÕ e¨en~Z n‡jI G `yÕwUi g‡a¨ ¸iæZ¡c~Y© cv_©K¨ we`¨gvb| 

KziAvb Ges mybœvn †_‡K cÖvß AvBb n‡jv ÔkwiqvnÕ| KziAvb Ges mybœvn- G `yÕwU‡ZB AvBb msµvšÍ A‡bK wewa-

weavb Av‡Q| Ab¨w`‡K, KziAvb I mybœvn Qvov Bmjvwg AvB‡bi Ab¨vb¨ Drm †hgb- wKqvm, gvmvjvnv-gyimvjvn, 

BmwZnmvb, Did (cÖwZwôZ ixwZ hv Bmjv‡gi mv‡_ msNwl©K bq), BmwZmnve BZ¨vw` †_‡K BRwZnv` ev 

wdKvnwe`‡`i c×wZMZ cÖ‡Póvq cÖvß AvBbmg~n ÔwdKnÕ-Gi ch©vqfz³| †h‡nZz BRwZnv` cÖwµqvi gva¨‡g cÖvß 

AvBbmg~n hvwbœ (G‡Kev‡i wbf y©j bq) wn‡m‡e we‡ewPZ nq, ZvB BRwZnv` cÖm~Z AvBbmg~n AbymiY Kiv AvBbvbyM 

`„wó‡KvY †_‡K eva¨Zvg~jK bq (Please see Said Ramadan's book Three Major Problems 

Confronting the Muslim World)|  

kwiqvn ûKz‡gi wewfbœ w`K 

hw` GKwU ûKzg (BwZevPK/†bwZevPK) KvwZC ev AåvšÍ gZb ev †U·U (KziAvb ev †gvZIqvi nvw`m hv A‡bK 

mvnvex †_‡K ewY©Z n‡q‡Q) †_‡K D™¢‚Z nq Ges cÖvmw½K †U·‡Ui A_©I KvwZC ev my¯úó nq Zvn‡j ûKzg ev 

AvBbwU Avey nvwbdvi gZvbymv‡i diR (Ab¨ gvRnve Abymv‡i IqvwRe, Zviv diR kãwU e¨envi K‡ib bv)| 

wecixZ A‡_©, mKj wdKvnwe`‡`i gZvbymv‡i GUv nvivg| 

hw` †U·U ev A_© †Kv‡bvUvB KvwZC bv nq Z‡e ûKzgwU n‡e gvb ỳe hv mybœvn Avj gyqvKv°v`vn ev Mvq‡i gyqv°v`vn 

bv‡g AwfwnZ|  wecixZ A‡_©, ûKzg ev KvRwU n‡e gvKiæn| 

Dmyj nvw`‡mi wewfbœ cÖKvi †hgb- mwnn, RCd, gIRy Ges †gvZvIqvi I Avnv` Ges gyimvjvi cÖKvi wb‡qI 

Av‡jvPbv K‡i| 

BRgv (D¤§vn, cwÐZ ev mvnvweMY KZ…©K m¤úvw`Z Pyw³) Ges Zviæ` (ûKz‡gi g‡a¨ cÖZxqgvb Am½wZ RwbZ 

mgm¨vi mgvavb) m¤ú‡K© Av‡jvPbvI Dmy‡j Av‡jvwPZ nq| 

Dmyj msµvšÍ ev Dmyj wel‡q Aviv Rvb‡Z weAvBAvBwUÕi I‡qe mvBU wfwRU Ki‡Z cv‡ib: 

http://www.iiitbd.org/shah-abdul-hannan/ 
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A‡bK wdKvnwe`‡`i g‡Z, fwel¨‡Z cÖ‡qvRbxq AvBbmg~n cÖavbZ gvmvnvj (e¨w³/mgv‡Ri Kj¨vY) Ges gvKvwm` 

Avj kwiqvn (Rxeb/ag©/mšÍvb/m¤ú` myiÿv) we‡ePbvq cÖYxZ n‡e| KviY bZzb BRgv Ges wKqvm cÖ‡qv‡Mi my‡hvM 

mxwgZ n‡q †M‡Q| 


