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Maulana Akram Khan is one of a few (among 4-5) great men born in the former Bengal area.
He was the President of Bengal Muslim League, one of the most learned Alim and a pioneer of
media world. Above all, he was a writer on history, literature, Prophet’s life and a researcher
on the Quran. The readers of his work ‘Mostafa Chorit’- Life of the Prophet- must recognize
what a great researcher he was. He had analysed the entire life of Prophet in the historical
context. He had accepted only the documentarily proved points, and avoided hypothetical
matters.

He responded to the oblique and unproven criticism by the western scholars and gave
reasonable answers. He examined some of related hadith on the basis of principles of cross-
examination of text adopted by experts on Usul and declared them as ‘not acceptable’. It
cannot be said that everybody should be unanimous with him, but his research will show us
the way, increase our cross-examining capacity. His ‘Social History of Muslim Bengal’ is an
extra ordinary work. Very few analytical books like this are available on the subject.

The greatest achievement of Akram Khan is the translation and interpretation of Quran, the
‘Tafsirul Quran’. In my consideration it is the best of all translations in Bangla. He was very
careful in his translation. His efficiency in choosing the right words may be shown in the
following examples:

1. Taqwa- He gave several meanings for this word. One is restraint, in the translation of
‘Lyallakum tattaqun’ of Sura Al Bagarah, he gave the meaning as ‘Verily you will be
able to attain self-control.” (Ref. Tafsirul Quran’ Jhinuk Publications Vol. 1, Page 38).

2. Fasik- He gave the meaning as ‘Miscreant’, it is a nice translation.

3. Asma’a- In verse no. 31 of Sura Al Baqarah, he gave the word ‘material sciences’, an
extra ordinary translation of the word( Ref. same as above, Page 54).

In the translations he was careful about verses regarding women and he pointed out wherein
females are given preference. For example, he translated a portion of verse 36 of Sura Al
Imran ‘Laisaz zakaru Kal Unsa’ as ‘Whereas men are not equal to women’ (Ref. Page 395 of
above). Those who commonly refer to the verse 34 of Sura Nisa should also look at the above
verse.

In his Tafsir various incidents were most rationally described. He believed in ‘Moujeza’
(supernatural events) of the prophets; but he did not believe in unproven and irrational
things. He gave a reasonable explanation of the exodus of Prophet Musa (As) and the Israelis
from Egypt. His theme was, they did not cross the Red Sea, but they had crossed the River
Nile. In earlier translations basis was made onthe basis of the Bible and the historical myths
for explanation of the incident. This is not established by any verse of Quran or Hadith. His
arguments are summarised below-

“In the verse under reference (No. 50 of Sura Al Bagara) mention is made of ‘Faragna’ and Al-
Bahr’. The dictionary writers have meant by ‘Bahr’ 01. Large accumulated water, only salty
water (Kamus). 02. Each Nahr is a Bahr (Zawahari). 03. Bahr is the opposite word of Land;
salty water, every large nahr, any wide object (Mawarid). “It appears that the Israelis lived
somewhere near the King’s Palace on the banks of river Nile. From there) they were moving
towards their ancestors’ land...Their destination was Palestine and Jerusalem. After crossing
the Egyptian border they arrived at Sinai Peninsula and Teeh land terrace. Quran has ample
proof of the same (such as in Sura Ta Ha).

Then he says: It does not seem practical to travel 500 miles from Egypt to cross the sea and
then to Palestine via Arabia because their population was large and they had no vehicles, so
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it was very difficult to travel such a long distance on foot. It was easier to cross some lakes or
their beaches on way from Egypt to Sinai. The two words used for the place where Feraun
had drowned, ‘Bahr’ and ‘Yamm’, both may be used to mean any river or water basin. The
mention of Red Sea as the drowning place of Feraun is found in the Jewish Bible only. There
is no support to this claim in the Quran or Hadith.

Akram Khan drew the conclusion like this, “The long land terrace from the Mediterranean
Sea to Suez town was filled with a lot of lakes and water basins of various types; still now
there are many. In dry season water level reclined in these areas and the relatively higher
soil deposits came up and areas with less depth dried out. Again in rainy season tides filled
up these spots....Prophet Musa started from Egypt under the order from Allah at the most
opportune moment and under His very instruction adopted the correct route for which the
[sraelis could save themselves and Feraun was drowned. In my opinion the greatest
Moujeza- supernatural event of Prophet Musa was this.” (Ref. Page 79-87 of above).

He supported the idea of Quran having no ‘Mansukh’ verse in it. He said this while translating
the verses 184 and 185 of Sura Al Baqarah saying that the word ‘Yutiqunahu’ is used in the
verse 184 and translated the word to mean ‘Those who succeed to keep on fasting even
being in trouble’. I think this is the correct meaning of the word which is also supported by
Imam Razi in Tafsire Kabir, Vol 2. Imam Ragib also supported this interpretation in his
dictionary. It is painful to observe that a majority of Rabi’s(narrators ) of Tafsirs have given
the meaning of the word as ‘Those who are able to keep fasting and yet refrain from fasting
will pay Fidya (Feeding of orphans) in lieu of fasting’.

“As a result of this unwise translation a group of progressive scholars give a prescription that
it is possible to break fasting by paying Fidya even if there is no reason for doing so. On the
other hand, a group of Rabi and Translators said that the verse 184 was abrogated by verse
185. It must be remembered that Quran is Allah’ words. So it is not possible that a verse may
be repealed immediately after it was revealed. In reality Quran has not a single repealed
verse (Ref. Page 224-225 of above).”

He gave a very reasonable note in the Tafsir of verse 228 of Sura Al Bagarah. He wrote: “In
this context it is also being ordained that similar to the rights of a wife over her husband the
husband has also rights over his wife. When everyone knows the duty of oneself the family
becomes a place of heavenly peace. The degree of man is one step up with respect to women
that mean the duty of men is greater than women. In Sura Nisa, verse 34, man is said to be
Qauaam of women or the maintainer. The word ‘Misla’ means ‘similar, equal’ (Ref. Page 275
of above, note 181 of Sura Al Baqgarah).

He opined that in earlier days it was not allowed to take girl slaves without marriage. He
wrote “A class of Alims considers that the instruction to marry girl slaves was not given in
this verse. They think that they can be used as per will, without marrying, by dint of
proprietary right. [ strongly declare that this opinion is nothing but a decision against the
general ideology of Islam and the special principle introduced by Quran” (Ref. Page 580 of
above, note 7 of Sura Nisa). He then gave his arguments in favor of his opinion in pages 581-
582.

The ‘Tafsirul Quran’ is an extra ordinary and modern translation. It has similarities with the
translation by Mohammad Asad. He may be termed as Asad of the subcontinent on the issue
of Translation and interpretation of Quran. Many persons may have disliking about his
Tafsir; but it must be regarded that he gave no verdict without reason in his Tafsir. This
Tafsir should be reprinted and widely spread (Bangla article has been translated into English
by Engineer Mumtazul Karim).

Selections from Akram Khans Tafsirul Quran—ink
http://www.iiitbd.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01 /Tafsirul-Quran.pdf
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